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Title
Model of HMS BEAGLE

Date
2008

Primary Maker
Mike Bass

Medium
Wood

Dimensions
Overall (Includes mount): 810 x 1107 x 294 mm Other (Ship model only): 720 x 1040 x 335 mm

Name
Model

History
HMS BEAGLE was built at Woolwich Dockyard and launched on 11 May 1820 - one of more than a hundred 
such vessels built for the Royal Navy between 1808 and 1845 known as 10-gun brigs. It had a crew of 65. 
Inactive for five years after launching, the ship was refitted as a survey vessel in 1825. A mizzen mast was 
added at this time and BEAGLE remained a barque for the rest of its naval career. It was involved in three 
survey expeditions: 1826-1830 First South American survey (with HMS ADVENTURE); 1831-1836 Second 
South American survey and circumnavigation under the command of Captain Robert FitzRoy (with Charles 
Darwin on board as naturalist); 1837- 1843 Australian surveys. In 1837 the BEAGLE set off on its final 
surveying voyage. Now under the command of John Wickham, it headed back to Australia to continue the 
work of Matthew Flinders and Phillip Parker King. The survey took the vessel to Western Australia, Bass 
Strait and northern Australia where Wickham named Port Darwin in honour of his old shipmate. In March 
1841 command of the BEAGLE passed to Lieutenant John Lort Stokes. When the BEAGLE returned to 
England the survey was continued by HMS FLY (1842- 46) commanded by Capt. Blackwood and HMS 
RATTLESNAKE (1846- 50) commanded by Capt. Owen Stanley. After surveying in Australia, the vessel was 
transferred to the British Customs and Excise service and anchored permanently in the River Roach, Essex. 
The vessel was sold for scrap in 1870. In 2004 archaeologists located what they believe is part of the 
BEAGLE's hull in the Essex marshes. This model shows the Beagle as fitted by Captain FitzRoy in 1831. 
Among the changes made for this voyage were the addition of a poop cabin and a forecastle. These 
provided greater storage and some protection for the crew. Charles Darwin lived in the poop cabin. The 
BEAGLE had the following dimensions: Length on deck 27.5 metres; beam 7.5 metres; draught 3.8 metres; 
burthen 235 tons.


