
Page  of 1 1

Basic Detail Report

ANMS1134[013]

Title
SS ARCADIA dinner menu

Date
1 April 1963

Primary Maker
P&O

Medium
paper, coloured ink

Dimensions
Overall: 240 x 164 mm

Name
Menu

History
Bill Burrell worked as a carpenter on the P&O liner ORIANA from 1962-1966, when it carried 'ten pound 
Poms' from Britain to Australia. He then worked in the stores department of P&O from 1966-1982, where 
he made arrangements for food and supplies to be delivered to ships. The Peninsular & Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company was founded in 1836. It operated services from Britain to the Mediterranean, with 
extensions to India in 1840, Singapore and the Far East in 1845 and Australia in 1852. P&O acquired the 
Australasian United Steam Navigation Company in 1914, the New Zealand Shipping Company in 1916 and 
the Union Steamship Company of New Zealand in 1917. It also acquired a controlling interest in the Orient 
Line in 1919. Today P&O and its sister company Princess Cruises are among the largest cruise operators in 
Australia, operating voyages to New Zealand, the South Pacific and Asia, with a wide choice of cabins, 
entertainment and dining options. Ship menu covers were printed in advance on land and delivered to the 
ship, where menu selections would be printed on a daily basis. These menus are printed with the name of 
the ship, date, meal (breakfast, luncheon or dinner) and a vast selection of appetisers, entrees, salads, 
sweets, cheeses, fruits, desserts, beverages and wines.


