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ANMS1401[005]

Title
P&0O SS CATHAY 15,000 Tons Australia Mail Services and Passenger Service

Date
1924-1939

Primary Maker
P&O

Medium
Paper

Dimensions
Overall: 90 x 140 mm

Name
Postcard

History

The Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company was founded in 1836. It operated services from
Britain to the Mediterranean, with extensions to India in 1840, Singapore and the Far East in 1845 and
Australia in 1852. P&0O acquired the Australasian United Steam Navigation Company in 1914, the New
Zealand Shipping Company in 1916 and the Union Steamship Company of New Zealand in 1917. In 1919 it
also acquired a controlling interest in the Orient Line. Vessels represented in this collection include
COMORIN (built 1924, sunk off Sierra Leone 1941), CORFU (built 1930, scrapped 1961), STRATHAIRD (built
1932, scrapped 1967), ORMONDE (built 1917, scrapped 1952), ORFORD (built 1928, scrapped 1947),
ORION (built 1935, scrapped 1963), ORONSAY (built 1951, scrapped 1975) and ORSOVA (built 1954,
scrapped 1974). CATHAY built 1924, sunk during WWII in 1942.
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