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Title
Memorabilia relating to the life of Donna and Joe Caldwell

Date
1942 - 1945

Medium
Paper

Name
Archive series

History
During World War II between 12,000 and 15,000 Australian women married American servicemen. Some 
migrated and lived in the USA, while others returned to Australia in the years following the war, with or 
without their husbands. These women often encountered public scrutiny and disapproval for their decision 
to marry with many Australians, specifically men resentful of Americans 'taking their wives'. For many 
women, American servicemen filled the vacuum created by Australian men stationed overseas. During the 
campaign in the Pacific thousands of American troops were stationed in Australia, at a time when many of 
Australia’s young men were fighting in Europe and the Middle East.


