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Title
John Walker Intercolonial Sailing Carnival trophy

Date
1895-1896

Primary Maker
Robert & Henry Bruce Kirkwood

Medium
Sterling silver, brass, merino ram head, horn castors

Dimensions
Overall: 330 x 610 x 550 mm

Name
Trophy

History
The Intercolonial Sailing Carnival was first held on Moreton Bay in the 1893-4 season with a race for 22-
foot skiffs. Sydney's Johnstone's Bay Sailing Club, one of the instigators of the contest was represented by 
IREX, LATONA and PORTIA. In 1895 the Sydney 22-footer ESMERALDA won the championship and in 1896 
the Queensland boat ETTIE won the title again raced on Moreton Bay. The fourth Intercolonial Sailing 
Carnival was held on Sydney Harbour in January 1897 and won by the New South Wales boat IREX. While 
EFFIE competed it was not placed. The Johnstone's Bay Club had eight steamers following the race all 
crowded with spectators. Again the Walker Whisky trophy valued at £50 was awarded to the winner. The 
prizes were presented by the Mayor of Balmain at a smoke concert held on 26 January 1897 at the Balmain 
School of Arts. EFFIE won the Intercolonial Championship becoming Australian champion 22 footer for the 
1898-99 season and 1899-1900 season. The owner J McMurtrie was presented with the Walker Whisky 
trophy. In 1899 EFFIE sailed in a series of three private matches against the 22-footer BRONZEWING on 
Sydney Harbour winning the first race of the series easily. EFFIE won the Sydney Sailing Club's 22-foot 
Championship in 1904. Also competing were KERIKI and GUINEVERE. A very similar trophy, known as the 
Taymouth Ram is on display at the Kenmore Hotel adjacent to Taymouth Castle (now a golf club) in 
Perthshire Scotland. It was used as a table setting/snuff box and from 1926 it was the MacTaggart family 
perpetual trophy presented to the winner of the Men's open Golf tournament day at Taymouth Castle Golf 
Course.


