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History

Since the first Fleet dropped anchor in 1788, more than 10 million people have moved from across the
world to start a new life in Australia, arriving in waves, encouraged by the 1850s gold rushes or to escape
adverse conditions at home in the social upheavals of C19th Britain's industrial revolution, the turmoil of
revolution, two world wars, the aftermath of the Vietnam war in the 1970s and more recent conflicts. With
the catchphrase 'populate or perish' ringing through the community, Australia stepped up its immigration
in the years after WWII, offering assisted passage to British migrants, encouraging migration from
European countries, and finally in the 1970s repealing the restrictive white Australia policy framed after
federation in 1901. More than seven million new settlers have now crossed Australia's shores since 1945
and it's estimated that one in four of Australia's population was born overseas.
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