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Title
OTRANTO from Mrs Macquarie's Chair

Date
1989

Primary Maker
Phil Belbin

Medium
Watercolour on paper

Dimensions
Overall: 591 x 751 mm, 3.7 kg

Name
Painting

History
RMS OTRANTO was one of four new 20,000 ton steamers constructed by Vickers Armstrong, of Barrow-in-
Furness for the Orient Line's UK - Australia run. Built in 1925, OTRANTO embarked on its maiden voyage in 
January 1926. OTRANTO travelled to Australia between October and March, and was employed on cruises 
to Scandinavia and the Mediterranean in the northern summer. OTRANTO was requisitioned for service 
during World War II as a troopship. In 1948 it was refitted as a one-class passenger ship with 
accommodation for 1,416 Tourist Class passengers. In July 1949 OTRANTO resumed the London to Sydney 
service. Its last voyage was in 1957, after which it was replaced by ORSOVA and scrapped at Faslane, 
Scotland.


