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Title
CHROMEPLATE

Date
1938

Primary Maker
N and W Shevill

Medium
Rubber, steel, brass, copper, red cedar, spruce, calico, mahogany plywood

Dimensions
Overall: 360 x 3350 x 1300 mm Vessel Dimensions: 3.35 m X 1.3 m (10.99 ft x 4.27 ft)

Name
Hydroplane

History

The owner and driver Tasman Storey had a series of four speedboats from 1932 that all bore the name
CHROME PLATE, and this was the last of these craft. It was designed by Boles in North America, and at the
time Storey had two craft built, a light weight one at 56.7 kgs for smooth water, and heavier one at 68 kgs
for general racing. This craft is the heavier version. The name was a means of advertising his company
Chromium Plating Co. of Australia, based in Glebe, Sydney, which was selling rust-proof boat parts. His son
Phil was the racing driver, and won many races including the C Class championship in Sydney on 29
February 1936. Its speed was 65.8 kph. Tasman Storey made his own 2 cylinder, 500cc outboard engine
which powered the craft for racing in the C Class division. It was modeled on the then-popular American
Elto engine. He was hoping this might be the prototype for a locally produced outboard. It was made from
a combination of aluminum, brass and iron castings, and alloy steel parts machined or forged from stock
sections and a large number of small firms contributed to the fabrication of the parts. Commenting about
the engine in the 1990s, power boating enthusiast and journalist David Toyer said: “In its day, CHROME
PLATE represented an innovative, highly technical period of boat racing. The engine is particularly
remarkable, with superb machining and workmanship. The chrome-plated cylinder bore is absolutely
incredible. The engine is a gem. You just couldn't make an engine like that today but back in those days
there were small engineering works around (like Tasman's) which could turn out special parts like those in
this engine. Today it would cost a fortune." Sadly Tasman Storey died suddenly in 1938, and no further
progress was made toward establishing a motor manufacturing business based on his motors. The craft
remained with his son, and in 1994 Phil and Phyllis Storey gifted CHROME PLATE to the Australian National
Maritime Museum where it is now part of the National Maritime Collection.
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