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Title
Receipt for goods to go aboard the JIREH SWIFT, 1865

Date
17 April 1865

Medium
Ink on paper

Dimensions
Overall: 125 x 120 mm, 0.001 kg

Name
Receipt

History
African American shipwright and former slave John Mashow built the whaler Jireh Swift in 1853 at 
Dartmouth, Mass. near New Bedford. The vessel measured 122 feet in length and 454 tons. Its first voyage 
was to the northern Pacific and lasted nearly four years. The ship collected 45 barrels of sperm oil, 2,719 
barrels of whale oil and 14,900 lbs of whalebone. Swift’s second voyage, to the same grounds, lasted more 
than four years and netted much more oil and bone for her owners. Nearly three years into her third 
voyage, on 22 June 1865 she was captured in the Arctic by the Confederate raider Shenandoah and 
burned, for a loss of more than $40,000 The Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of American 
History hold a builder's half model of the Jireh Swift in its collection under ID Number TR*076323.


