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Title
The Journal of The Royal Geographical Society of London, Volume XX

Date
1850

Medium
Ink on paper, leather, marbled boards, gilt, leather

Dimensions
Overall: 222 x 145 x 35 mm, 0.7 kg

Name
Book

History
This bound copy of The Journal of The Royal Geographical Society of London is one of a series of held by 
the Australian National Maritime Museum ranging from 00019762 - 00019826 and covering the years 1831 
- 1854. The Journal of The Royal Geographical Society of London was, and remains, a major source of first-
hand information on European discovery and exploration during the Victorian era. From the first articles in 
volume one, papers on Swan River, botany, and the natives of King George's Sound, Australia plays a key 
role in this story. The Journal contains articles by Phillip Parker King, Allan Cunningham, Charles Sturt, 
Ludwig Leichhardt, and Owen Stanley - all key figures in the European story of Australia. These articles are 
often illustrated and accompanied by maps and charts. It places Australia in a context, so as well as 
articles on the BEAGLE by Robert FitzRoy and Charles Darwin there are articles such as 'On the Countries 
South of Abyssinia', or by David Livingston, a 'Memoir on Madagascar'. But the Journal is much more than a 
quaint relic. As volume follows volume we get a serial sense of the world unfolding, revealing its mysteries. 
Its frequently a romantic, exotic world, but imperial realities are never faraway.


