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  Object number:
00029235

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an HMB ENDEAVOUR 

  Object number:
00029247

 Title: Coral concretion from 
HMB ENDEAVOUR showing 

  Object number:
00029248

 Title: Coral concretion 
showing the touch hole 
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an HMB ENDEAVOUR 
cannon with the cipher of 
King George II

 Date: 1770-1969
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 

 

HMB ENDEAVOUR showing 
part of the cipher of King 
George II

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 

 

showing the touch hole 
from one of the cannons of 
HMB ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 

 

Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 

 

Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00029249

 Title: Coral concretion 
showing the trunion of a 

  Object number:
00029250

 Title: Coral concretion from 
one of the cannons of the 

  Object number:
00029255

 Title: Coral concretions 
from the cannons of HMB 
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showing the trunion of a 
cannon on HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 

calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 

 

one of the cannons of the 
HMB ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

from the cannons of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 

 

extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 

 

extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00029243

 Title: Coral concretion from 
a cannon of HMB 

  Object number:
00029244

 Title: Coral concretion from 
a cannon of HMB 

  Object number:
00029245

 Title: Coral concretion from 
a cannon of HMB 
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a cannon of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

a cannon of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

a cannon of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 

 

extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 

 

extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00029246

 Title: Coral concretion from 
a cannon of HMB 

  Object number:
00029251

 Title: Coral concretion from 
one of the cannons of HMB 

  Object number:
00029252

 Title: Coral concretions 
from the cannons of HMB 
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a cannon of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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 Title: Coral concretions 
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from the cannons of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
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first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00031637

 Title: Fabric fragments in 
concretion from HMB 

  Object number:
00031643

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an HMB ENDEAVOUR 

  Object number:
00031644

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an HMB ENDEAVOUR 
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concretion from HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide, 

hessian
 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 

calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 

 

an HMB ENDEAVOUR 
anchor stock
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crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
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who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00031645

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an HMB ENDEAVOUR gun 

  Object number:
00031650

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an anchor shank of HMB 

  Object number:
00031651

 Title: Coral concretions 
from one of the anchors of 
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an HMB ENDEAVOUR gun 
carriage

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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 Date: c 1970
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 Name: Concretion
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ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
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transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00029236

 Title: Coral concretion from 
one of the cannons of HMB 

  Object number:
00029241

 Title: Coral concretion from 
a cannon of HMB 

  Object number:
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one of the cannons of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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ENDEAVOUR
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in 1764 and initially named 
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began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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began service as a collier 
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Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
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north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00031638

 Title: Coral concretion from 
the stock of an anchor 

  Object number:
00031639

 Title: Coral concretion from 
the stock of an anchor 

  Object number:
00031640

 Title: Coral concretion from 
the shank of an anchor 
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the stock of an anchor 
from HMB ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

the stock of an anchor 
from HMB ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

the shank of an anchor 
from HMB ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00031641

 Title: Coral concretion from 
the shank and stock of an 

  Object number:
00031642

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an HMB ENDEAVOUR 

  Object number:
00031646

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an anchor shank from HMB 
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the shank and stock of an 
anchor from HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 

calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 

 

an HMB ENDEAVOUR 
anchor stock

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

an anchor shank from HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
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the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
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purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
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discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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the Admiralty once again 
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time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00031647

 Title: Coral concretion from 
an anchor shank from HMB 
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an anchor shank from HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: c 1970
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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 Date: c 1970
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in 1764 and initially named 
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began service as a collier 
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England and was later 
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out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
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locating the Great South 
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ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
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command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
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ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
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taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 



Page  of 45 69

   

 

LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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  Object number:
00029237

 Title: Coral concretion from 
one of the cannons of HMB 

  Object number:
00029238

 Title: Coral concretion from 
one of the cannons of HMB 

  Object number:
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 Title: Coral concretion from 
a cannon of HMB 
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one of the cannons of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 
Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
1788. During the 
expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
open water. Cook decided 
to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
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Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.
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 Title: Concretion recovered 
from the wreck of the 
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a cannon of HMB 
ENDEAVOUR

 Date: 1970s
 Medium: Coral, iron oxide

 Name: Concretion
 History: Cook's famous 

ship of discovery was built 
in 1764 and initially named 
the EARL OF PEMBROKE. It 
began service as a collier 
on the east coast of 
England and was later 
purchased by the British 
Admiralty in 1768, fitted 
out for a voyage to the 
South Pacific with the 
intention of viewing the 
transit of Venus and 
locating the Great South 
Land. The Royal Navy 
renamed the vessel HMB 
ENDEAVOUR. Under Cook's 
command and during his 
first expedition to the 
Pacific HMB ENDEAVOUR 
arrived in Tahiti to view the 
transit of Venus in June 
1769. Cook then sailed 
south and reached New 
Zealand in October 1769, 
as 'discovered' by Abel 
Tasman in 1642. After 
mapping both the north 
and south islands, Cook 
started the journey home. 
It was during this voyage 
that he first approached 
eastern Australia. An 
attempt to land on 28 April 
1770 failed due to rough 
surf, and Cook sailed 
ENDEAVOUR round to a 
calm bay, now known as 

Botany Bay. Here on 29 
April 1770, Cook and his 
crew first set foot on 
Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 

 

from the wreck of the 
DUNBAR

 Date: Before 1857
 Medium: Alloy, glass

 Name: Concretion
 History: The 1850s was a 

period of great social and 
economic growth in 
Australia, spurred on by 
the gold rush and an 
increasing population. This 
rapid growth increased the 
demand for goods and 
services which could only 
be met by expansion 
within agriculture, industry 
and commerce. This 
economic climate and 
demand for passenger 
ships persuaded the well 
known ship-owner and 
merchant Duncan Dunbar 
to finance the construction 
of a clipper ship. The 
DUNBAR was a 1167-ton 
wooden three-masted 
sailing ship built in 1852 by 
the English shipbuilders 
James Laing & Sons at 
Sunderland. Costing over 
£30,000 and constructed 
from British oak and Indian 
teak, it was held together 
by copper fastenings and 
iron knees. It was designed 
to carry passengers and 
cargo quickly between 
England and Australia but 
was initially used as a 
troop transport in the 
Crimean War. In late May 
1857 DUNBAR departed 
London for its second 
voyage to Australia, 
carrying 63 passengers, 59 
crew and a substantial 
cargo, including dyes for 
the colony's first postage 
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 Medium: Alloy
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 History: The 1850s was a 

period of great social and 
economic growth in 
Australia, spurred on by 
the gold rush and an 
increasing population. This 
rapid growth increased the 
demand for goods and 
services which could only 
be met by expansion 
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demand for passenger 
ships persuaded the well 
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to finance the construction 
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wooden three-masted 
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the English shipbuilders 
James Laing & Sons at 
Sunderland. Costing over 
£30,000 and constructed 
from British oak and Indian 
teak, it was held together 
by copper fastenings and 
iron knees. It was designed 
to carry passengers and 
cargo quickly between 
England and Australia but 
was initially used as a 
troop transport in the 
Crimean War. In late May 
1857 DUNBAR departed 
London for its second 
voyage to Australia, 
carrying 63 passengers, 59 
crew and a substantial 
cargo, including dyes for 
the colony's first postage 
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Australian soil. The 
extensive report he 
complied on Botany Bay, 
including the safeness of 
the harbour and 
availability of fresh water 
quickly became the 'sign 
post' for Captain Arthur 
Phillip to land the First 
Fleet there on 18 January 
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expedition's return 
passage to England on 11 
June 1770, ENDEAVOUR 
ran aground on what is 
now called Endeavour Reef 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
system. The ship was 
taking on water and two 
unsuccessful attempts 
were made to pull it into 
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to lighten ENDEAVOUR's 
load, discarding about 40 
to 50 tons of equipment 
and ballast before once 
more trying to float it off 
the reef. ENDEAVOUR 
eventually disconnected 
and Cook sailed up the far 
north Queensland coast, 
mooring in a river to make 
repairs, now called 
Endeavour River. When 
Cook returned to England 
from his great 
circumnavigation in 1771, 
the Admiralty once again 
refitted ENDEAVOUR. This 
time it was used as a store 
ship for voyages to the 
Falkland Islands. In 1775, 
the ENDEAVOUR was 
discharged from the Royal 
Navy and believed to have 
been sold to a merchant, 
who renamed the vessel 
LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 

 

the colony's first postage 
stamps, machinery, 
furniture, trade tokens, 
cutlery, manufactured and 
fine goods, food and 
alcohol. Many of the ship's 
first class passengers were 
prominent Sydneysiders, 
who had made good 
'currency' in the colony, 
and after visiting England 
were returning to Australia. 
After a relatively fast 
voyage the vessel 
approached Port Jackson 
on the night of 20 August 
1857, in a rising south-
easterly gale and bad 
visibility. The Macquarie 
Light near South Head 
could be seen between 
squalls, however the night 
was very dark and the land 
almost invisible. Captain 
Green was a veteran of 
eight visits to Sydney, 
being first mate onboard 
AGINCOURT and 
WATERLOO and 
commanding WATERLOO, 
VIMEIRA and DUNBAR. 
Shortly before midnight he 
estimated the ship was six 
miles away from the 
harbour entrance and 
ordered the vessel on, 
keeping the Macquarie 
Light on the port bow. 
Shortly afterwards the 
urgent cry of 'Breakers 
Ahead' was heard from the 
second mate in the 
forepeak. Captain Green, 
confused by the squalls, 
and believing the vessel 
had sailed too far towards 
North Head mistakenly 
ordered the helm hard to 
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LORD SANDWICH and used 
it as a troop transport. It is 
believed that the British 
sank the ship with nine 
other vessels in 1778 at 
the entrance to Newport 
Harbor, Rhode Island, USA 
during an attempt to 
blockade French ships.

 

ordered the helm hard to 
port. In doing so the vessel 
sailed closer towards the 
cliffs instead of the 
entrance to The Heads. 
The DUNBAR struck the 
cliffs just south of the 
signal station at South 
Head - midway between 
the lighthouse and The 
Gap. Within a few minutes 
the ship had begun to 
break up. All 63 
passengers and 58 of the 
59 crew perished in the 
disaster. The only person 
to survive the wreck was a 
young seaman called 
James Johnson. He was 
hurled from the deck onto 
a rocky ledge - from there 
he climbed up the cliff face 
out of the reach of the 
waves. He remained there 
until being rescued on 22 
August by either the 
Icelander Antonia Wollier 
or the diver Joseph Palmer 
(depending upon sources). 
Charles Wiseman, skipper 
of the small coastal 
steamer GRAFTON (who 
had decided wisely to 
stand off the coast that 
night rather than enter The 
Heads) realised that a 
large vessel had been 
wrecked when he sailed 
through the entrance and 
noticed large quantities of 
timber, bedding and bales 
floating in the water. By 
the time he arrived at 
Sydney more reports were 
filtering in from Watson's 
Bay and Manly about 
bodies being washed 
ashore. Dawn gradually 
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ashore. Dawn gradually 
unveiled the enormity of 
the event to the 
community of Sydney, as 
mailbags and other items 
washed ashore indicating 
the vessel was in fact the 
DUNBAR. Many of the local 
population knew the 
people on the passenger 
manifest, consisting of 122 
men, women and children. 
Large crowds were drawn 
to the scene to watch the 
rescue of the single 
survivor, the recovery of 
the bodies and the salvage 
of some of the cargo. For 
days afterwards the 
newspapers were filled 
with graphic descriptions 
of the wreck and the public 
interest in the spectacle. 
The victims of the DUNBAR 
wreck were buried at St 
Stephens Church in 
Newtown. The funeral 
procession attracted an 
estimated 20,000 people 
who lined George Street. 
Banks and offices closed, 
every ship in the harbour 
flew their ensigns at half 
mast and minute guns 
were fired as the seven 
hearses and 100 carriages 
went past. The great loss 
of life caused by the wreck 
immediately led to an 
outpouring of letters 
demanding the upgrade of 
The Head's lighthouses. 
They were sent to the 
newspaper editors at the 
Empire (28/08/1857) (29/08
/1857) and Sydney 
Morning Herald (27 - 30/08
/1857). The upgrade issue 
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/1857). The upgrade issue 
was also raised at Question 
Time in Parliament and 
recommended by the jury 
at the DUNBAR inquest. 
'The verdict of the jury 
meets with pretty general 
concurrence. We may 
observe that the attention 
of the authorities is now 
directed to the subject of 
improving the 
arrangements for lighting 
the entrance to the 
harbour...' (Brennan, 
1993). This 
recommendation was 
followed in 1858 and the 
Hornby Lighthouse was 
constructed. The effect of 
the DUNBAR wreck on 
Sydney is evident by the 
number of letters to paper 
editors, lithographs, 
paintings, poems, 
narratives and accounts 
which were published just 
days after the event. These 
publications were sold in 
their thousands. As well as 
the pamphlets and 
brochures other items 
began to appear in Sydney 
as part of the memorabilia 
associated with the 
tragedy. Salvers had 
acquired bits of the vessel 
and were manufacturing 
items including a set of 
chairs marked, ' Made from 
the wreck of the Dunbar’, 
along with 'Church, house 
and Garden Furniture' 
manufactured to any 
design, from the wreck of 
the DUNBAR in teak and 
oak. The impact of the 
DUNBAR disaster is hard to 
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oak. The impact of the 
DUNBAR disaster is hard to 



Page  of 56 69

   

 

DUNBAR disaster is hard to 
imagine in these days of 
safe and efficient air and 
sea travel. For those living 
in the emerging colony of 
Sydney during the 1850s 
the tragedy had a lasting 
emotional effect.
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  Object number:
00025852

 Title: Concretion recovered 
from the wreck of the 

  Object number:
00025853

 Title: Concretion recovered 
from the wreck of the 

  Object number:
00003021

 Title: Flakes of spermaceti 
from head of sperm whale, 
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from the wreck of the 
DUNBAR

 Date: Before 1857
 Medium: Alloy

 Name: Concretion
 History: The 1850s was a 

period of great social and 
economic growth in 
Australia, spurred on by 
the gold rush and an 
increasing population. This 
rapid growth increased the 
demand for goods and 
services which could only 
be met by expansion 
within agriculture, industry 
and commerce. This 
economic climate and 
demand for passenger 
ships persuaded the well 
known ship-owner and 
merchant Duncan Dunbar 
to finance the construction 
of a clipper ship. The 
DUNBAR was a 1167-ton 
wooden three-masted 
sailing ship built in 1852 by 
the English shipbuilders 
James Laing & Sons at 
Sunderland. Costing over 
£30,000 and constructed 
from British oak and Indian 
teak, it was held together 
by copper fastenings and 
iron knees. It was designed 
to carry passengers and 
cargo quickly between 
England and Australia but 
was initially used as a 
troop transport in the 
Crimean War. In late May 
1857 DUNBAR departed 
London for its second 

voyage to Australia, 
carrying 63 passengers, 59 
crew and a substantial 
cargo, including dyes for 
the colony's first postage 
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from head of sperm whale, 
Tilbrook 85, Part of 
spermaceti from 00006554

 Date: 20th century
 Medium: Spermaceti

 Name: Spermaceti
 History: The processing of 

oil from the sperm whale 
was an exhausting and 
time consuming process 
but the financial rewards at 
the time made it a 
profitable venture. The 
sperm whaling industry 
was well and truly 
established by American 
industries during the mid 
C18 and later Britain and 
France were involved. By 
the time of settlement in 
Australia, the demand for 
whale products was at it its 
peak. Hunting for sperm 
whales took place off shore 
where, after the whale was 
hunted and killed, it was 
then processed on the 
whaling ship itself. An 
account of this process 
describes it as "If the head 
was of a manageable size, 
it was brought on deck; if 
not, it was rigged to the 
side of the ship, nose 
down. Right, bowhead, and 
fin whales were relieved of 
their baleen, while sperm 
whales had the 
spermaceti, a substance 
contained in a head organ 
known as the case, bailed 
out in bucketful’s. “This is 
the good stuff,” says 
Philbrick... “It’s as clear as 
vodka when you first open” 
the spermaceti organ, “but 
as soon as it touches air, it 
begins to oxidize,” taking 
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cargo, including dyes for 
the colony's first postage 
stamps, machinery, 
furniture, trade tokens, 
cutlery, manufactured and 
fine goods, food and 
alcohol. Many of the ship's 
first class passengers were 
prominent Sydneysiders, 
who had made good 
'currency' in the colony, 
and after visiting England 
were returning to Australia. 
After a relatively fast 
voyage the vessel 
approached Port Jackson 
on the night of 20 August 
1857, in a rising south-
easterly gale and bad 
visibility. The Macquarie 
Light near South Head 
could be seen between 
squalls, however the night 
was very dark and the land 
almost invisible. Captain 
Green was a veteran of 
eight visits to Sydney, 
being first mate onboard 
AGINCOURT and 
WATERLOO and 
commanding WATERLOO, 
VIMEIRA and DUNBAR. 
Shortly before midnight he 
estimated the ship was six 
miles away from the 
harbour entrance and 
ordered the vessel on, 
keeping the Macquarie 
Light on the port bow. 
Shortly afterwards the 
urgent cry of 'Breakers 
Ahead' was heard from the 
second mate in the 
forepeak. Captain Green, 
confused by the squalls, 
and believing the vessel 
had sailed too far towards 
North Head mistakenly 
ordered the helm hard to 
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begins to oxidize,” taking 
on white, waxy properties" 
("Whaling The Old Way”, 
James Williford, 
HUMANITIES, March/April 
2010, Volume 31, Number 
2).
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North Head mistakenly 
ordered the helm hard to 
port. In doing so the vessel 
sailed closer towards the 
cliffs instead of the 
entrance to The Heads. 
The DUNBAR struck the 
cliffs just south of the 
signal station at South 
Head - midway between 
the lighthouse and The 
Gap. Within a few minutes 
the ship had begun to 
break up. All 63 
passengers and 58 of the 
59 crew perished in the 
disaster. The only person 
to survive the wreck was a 
young seaman called 
James Johnson. He was 
hurled from the deck onto 
a rocky ledge - from there 
he climbed up the cliff face 
out of the reach of the 
waves. He remained there 
until being rescued on 22 
August by either the 
Icelander Antonia Wollier 
or the diver Joseph Palmer 
(depending upon sources). 
Charles Wiseman, skipper 
of the small coastal 
steamer GRAFTON (who 
had decided wisely to 
stand off the coast that 
night rather than enter The 
Heads) realised that a 
large vessel had been 
wrecked when he sailed 
through the entrance and 
noticed large quantities of 
timber, bedding and bales 
floating in the water. By 
the time he arrived at 
Sydney more reports were 
filtering in from Watson's 
Bay and Manly about 
bodies being washed 
ashore. Dawn gradually 
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bodies being washed 
ashore. Dawn gradually 
unveiled the enormity of 
the event to the 
community of Sydney, as 
mailbags and other items 
washed ashore indicating 
the vessel was in fact the 
DUNBAR. Many of the local 
population knew the 
people on the passenger 
manifest, consisting of 122 
men, women and children. 
Large crowds were drawn 
to the scene to watch the 
rescue of the single 
survivor, the recovery of 
the bodies and the salvage 
of some of the cargo. For 
days afterwards the 
newspapers were filled 
with graphic descriptions 
of the wreck and the public 
interest in the spectacle. 
The victims of the DUNBAR 
wreck were buried at St 
Stephens Church in 
Newtown. The funeral 
procession attracted an 
estimated 20,000 people 
who lined George Street. 
Banks and offices closed, 
every ship in the harbour 
flew their ensigns at half 
mast and minute guns 
were fired as the seven 
hearses and 100 carriages 
went past. The great loss 
of life caused by the wreck 
immediately led to an 
outpouring of letters 
demanding the upgrade of 
The Head's lighthouses. 
They were sent to the 
newspaper editors at the 
Empire (28/08/1857) (29/08
/1857) and Sydney 
Morning Herald (27 - 30/08
/1857). The upgrade issue 
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Morning Herald (27 - 30/08
/1857). The upgrade issue 
was also raised at Question 
Time in Parliament and 
recommended by the jury 
at the DUNBAR inquest. 
'The verdict of the jury 
meets with pretty general 
concurrence. We may 
observe that the attention 
of the authorities is now 
directed to the subject of 
improving the 
arrangements for lighting 
the entrance to the 
harbour...' (Brennan, 
1993). This 
recommendation was 
followed in 1858 and the 
Hornby Lighthouse was 
constructed. The effect of 
the DUNBAR wreck on 
Sydney is evident by the 
number of letters to paper 
editors, lithographs, 
paintings, poems, 
narratives and accounts 
which were published just 
days after the event. These 
publications were sold in 
their thousands. As well as 
the pamphlets and 
brochures other items 
began to appear in Sydney 
as part of the memorabilia 
associated with the 
tragedy. Salvers had 
acquired bits of the vessel 
and were manufacturing 
items including a set of 
chairs marked, ' Made from 
the wreck of the Dunbar’, 
along with 'Church, house 
and Garden Furniture' 
manufactured to any 
design, from the wreck of 
the DUNBAR in teak and 
oak. The impact of the 
DUNBAR disaster is hard to 
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oak. The impact of the 
DUNBAR disaster is hard to 
imagine in these days of 
safe and efficient air and 
sea travel. For those living 
in the emerging colony of 
Sydney during the 1850s 
the tragedy had a lasting 
emotional effect.
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  Object number:
00025450

 Title: Antler recovered 
from the wreck of the 

  Object number:
00025451

 Title: Unidentified object 
(worked bone)

  Object number:
00025459

 Title: Shark tooth
 Date: Before 1857
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from the wreck of the 
DUNBAR

 Date: Before 1857
 Medium: Bone

 Name: Antler
 History: On the night of 

Thursday 20 August 1857, 
the clipper DUNBAR 
approached the heads of 
Sydney Harbour after a 
voyage of 81 days. 
Launched in 1853, the 
vessel was owned by 
Duncan Dunbar, and was 
the sister ship of the 
PHOEBE DUNBAR, the 
DUNBAR CASTLE and the 
DUNCAN DUNBAR. Under 
the command of Captain 
Green, the DUNBAR was on 
its second voyage to 
Sydney. Despite the 
treacherous weather 
conditions on the night, 
Captain Green and his 
crew attempted to enter 
Sydney Harbour that 
evening, rather than wait 
until morning. The DUNBAR 
was driven into the reef at 
the foot of South Head and 
began to break up 
immediately. In the hours 
that followed, all but one of 
the passengers and crew 
perished. The survivor, 
Able Seaman James 
Johnson clung to a ledge 
on the cliff face until he 
was rescued on the 
morning of 22 August, 
some 36 hours after the 
DUNBAR ran aground. 

When news of the wreck 
reached Sydney the 
following day, it 
immediately captured the 
attention of the public. In 

 

(worked bone)
 Date: Before 1857

 Medium: Bone
 Name: Bone
 History: On the night of 

Thursday 20 August 1857, 
the clipper DUNBAR 
approached the heads of 
Sydney Harbour after a 
voyage of 81 days. 
Launched in 1853, the 
vessel was owned by 
Duncan Dunbar, and was 
the sister ship of the 
PHOEBE DUNBAR, the 
DUNBAR CASTLE and the 
DUNCAN DUNBAR. Under 
the command of Captain 
Green, the DUNBAR was on 
its second voyage to 
Sydney. Despite the 
treacherous weather 
conditions on the night, 
Captain Green and his 
crew attempted to enter 
Sydney Harbour that 
evening, rather than wait 
until morning. The DUNBAR 
was driven into the reef at 
the foot of South Head and 
began to break up 
immediately. In the hours 
that followed, all but one of 
the passengers and crew 
perished. The survivor, 
Able Seaman James 
Johnson clung to a ledge 
on the cliff face until he 
was rescued on the 
morning of 22 August, 
some 36 hours after the 
DUNBAR ran aground. 
When news of the wreck 
reached Sydney the 
following day, it 
immediately captured the 
attention of the public. In 
the days following, the 

 

 Date: Before 1857
 Medium: Tooth

 Name: Shark tooth
 History: On the night of 

Thursday 20 August 1857, 
the clipper DUNBAR 
approached the heads of 
Sydney Harbour after a 
voyage of 81 days. 
Launched in 1853, the 
vessel was owned by 
Duncan Dunbar, and was 
the sister ship of the 
PHOEBE DUNBAR, the 
DUNBAR CASTLE and the 
DUNCAN DUNBAR. Under 
the command of Captain 
Green, the DUNBAR was on 
its second voyage to 
Sydney. Despite the 
treacherous weather 
conditions on the night, 
Captain Green and his 
crew attempted to enter 
Sydney Harbour that 
evening, rather than wait 
until morning. The DUNBAR 
was driven into the reef at 
the foot of South Head and 
began to break up 
immediately. In the hours 
that followed, all but one of 
the passengers and crew 
perished. The survivor, 
Able Seaman James 
Johnson clung to a ledge 
on the cliff face until he 
was rescued on the 
morning of 22 August, 
some 36 hours after the 
DUNBAR ran aground. 
When news of the wreck 
reached Sydney the 
following day, it 
immediately captured the 
attention of the public. In 
the days following, the 
media provided extensive 
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immediately captured the 
attention of the public. In 
the days following, the 
media provided extensive 
coverage of the search for 
survivors and victims, and 
daily chronicled the 
progress of the inquest. 
Residents were drawn to 
the scene for the morbid 
task of identifying friends, 
relatives and business 
associates. Still only a 
relatively small town, 
Sydney was staggered by 
the enormity and proximity 
of the tragedy. A mass 
funeral for those who died 
and who, in most cases, 
could not be identified was 
held on 24 September. The 
interments took place at 
St. Stephen's Cemetery, 
Camperdown where there 
is still a monument to the 
victims.

 

the days following, the 
media provided extensive 
coverage of the search for 
survivors and victims, and 
daily chronicled the 
progress of the inquest. 
Residents were drawn to 
the scene for the morbid 
task of identifying friends, 
relatives and business 
associates. Still only a 
relatively small town, 
Sydney was staggered by 
the enormity and proximity 
of the tragedy. A mass 
funeral for those who died 
and who, in most cases, 
could not be identified was 
held on 24 September. The 
interments took place at 
St. Stephen's Cemetery, 
Camperdown where there 
is still a monument to the 
victims.

 

media provided extensive 
coverage of the search for 
survivors and victims, and 
daily chronicled the 
progress of the inquest. 
Residents were drawn to 
the scene for the morbid 
task of identifying friends, 
relatives and business 
associates. Still only a 
relatively small town, 
Sydney was staggered by 
the enormity and proximity 
of the tragedy. A mass 
funeral for those who died 
and who, in most cases, 
could not be identified, was 
held on 24 September. The 
interments took place at 
St. Stephen's Cemetery, 
Camperdown with a 
monument erected to mark 
the tragedy.
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  Object number:
00006544

 Title: Inner ear bone of 
sperm whale

  Object number:
00006554

 Title: Flakes of spermaceti 
from head of sperm whale, 
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sperm whale
 Date: 19th century

 Medium: Whalebone
 Name: Inner ear bone
 History: The processing of 

oil from the sperm whale 
was an exhausting and 
time consuming process 
but the financial rewards at 
the time made it a 
profitable venture. The 
sperm whaling industry 
was well and truly 
established by American 
industries during the mid 
C18 and later Britain and 
France were involved. By 
the time of settlement in 
Australia, the demand for 
whale products was at it its 
peak. Hunting for sperm 
whales took place off shore 
where, after the whale was 
hunted and killed, it was 
then processed on the 
whaling ship itself. An 
account of this process 
describes it as "If the head 
was of a manageable size, 
it was brought on deck; if 
not, it was rigged to the 
side of the ship, nose 
down. Right, bowhead, and 
fin whales were relieved of 
their baleen, while sperm 
whales had the 
spermaceti, a substance 
contained in a head organ 
known as the case, bailed 
out in bucketful’s. “This is 
the good stuff,” says 
Philbrick... “It’s as clear as 
vodka when you first open” 

the spermaceti organ, “but 
as soon as it touches air, it 
begins to oxidize,” taking 
on white, waxy properties" 
("Whaling The Old Way”, 

 

from head of sperm whale, 
associated with jar 
00003021

 Date: 20th century
 Medium: Spermaceti from 

sperm whale
 Name: Spermaceti
 History: The processing of 

oil from the sperm whale 
was an exhausting and 
time consuming process 
but the financial rewards at 
the time made it a 
profitable venture. The 
sperm whaling industry 
was well and truly 
established by American 
industries during the mid 
C18 and later Britain and 
France were involved. By 
the time of settlement in 
Australia, the demand for 
whale products was at it its 
peak. Hunting for sperm 
whales took place off shore 
where, after the whale was 
hunted and killed, it was 
then processed on the 
whaling ship itself. An 
account of this process 
describes it as "If the head 
was of a manageable size, 
it was brought on deck; if 
not, it was rigged to the 
side of the ship, nose 
down. Right, bowhead, and 
fin whales were relieved of 
their baleen, while sperm 
whales had the 
spermaceti, a substance 
contained in a head organ 
known as the case, bailed 
out in bucketful’s. “This is 
the good stuff,” says 
Philbrick... “It’s as clear as 
vodka when you first open” 
the spermaceti organ, “but 
as soon as it touches air, it 
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on white, waxy properties" 
("Whaling The Old Way”, 
James Williford, 
HUMANITIES, March/April 
2010, Volume 31, Number 
2).

 

as soon as it touches air, it 
begins to oxidize,” taking 
on white, waxy properties" 
("Whaling The Old Way”, 
James Williford, 
HUMANITIES, March/April 
2010, Volume 31, Number 
2).
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